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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 6-23 are presented for examination. Claims 1-5 and 24 are not elected. 



Election/Restrictions 



2, Applicant's election without traverse of claims 6-23 in the reply filed on 12/12/2005 is 
acknowledged. 

3. Applicant's election of claims 6-23 in the reply filed on 12/12/2005 is acknowledged. 
Because appUcant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors in the 
restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse (MPEP 

§ 818.03(a)). 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



5. Claims 6-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Beck et al. [ 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



US Patent No 6,380,640 ], in view of Gross et al. [ US Patent No 5,283,856 ]. 
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6. As per claim 6, Beck teaches a rules evaluation system for a user's computer comprising: 
a rules-based agent having a plurality of rule clauses for evaluating data [ Col. 1 1, line 66 
-Col 12, lines ]; 

a plurality of triggers having functionality to notify the rules-based agent to begin 
evaluating [ Col 7, lines 41-58; Col 9, lines 30-57 ]; 

a plurality of data providers to provide data for evaluation [ Col. 1, Une 63 - Col. 2, line 
10, lines 25-34; Col. 35, line 65 - Col 36, line 12 ]; and 

a plurality of actions for providing information to a user based upon the evaluated data [ 
Col 17, line 8 -Col 18, lineS ]. 

Beck does not specifically disclose 

wherein the rules clauses comprises one or more required rules clauses and one or more 
optional rules clauses; and 

wherein an action is performed provided all of the required rules clauses and at least one 
of the optional rules clauses are satisfied. 

Gross discloses 

wherein the rules clauses comprises one or more required rules clauses [ i.e. required 
syntax ] [ col 2, lines 21-29; and Appendix I, hnes 1-40 ] and one or more optional rules clauses [ 
i.e. optional Form, Folder or Time ] [ Appendix I, col 19, lines 54-67 and col 21, lines 50-55 ]; 
and 
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wherein an action is performed provided all of the required rules clauses and at least one 
of the optional rules clauses are satisfied [ i.e. when satisfied, the conditions cause actions to be 
taken ] [ col 6, lines 44-47; and col 8, lines 35-41 ]. 

It would have been obvious to a person skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the teaching of Beck and Gross because Gross' teaching of required and optional 
rules would provide a flexible, efficient, event-driven and conditional rule-based system which 
can be transparently implemented for use [ Gross, col 2, lines 40-43 ], 

7. As per claim 7, Beck discloses wherein the trigger is based upon user activity [ Col. 4, 
lines 5-9 ]. 

8. As per claim 8, Beck discloses wherein the trigger is based upon time [ Col. 36, Hnes 35- 
39]. 

9. As per claim 9, Beck discloses wherein the trigger is based upon computer online activity 
[Col. 24, lines 23-31 ]. 

10. As per claim 10, Beck discloses wherein the trigger is based upon hardware present in the 
computer [ Col. 8, lines 54-65; Col. 16, lines 55-61 ]. 



11. As per claim 1 1, Beck discloses wherein the trigger is based upon software present in the 
computer [ Col. 3, lines 45-53; Col. 5, lines 21-32; Col 28, line 62 - Col. 29, line 20 ]. 
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12. As per claim 12, Beck discloses wherein rule clauses can be added dynamically [ 
Abstract; Col. 6, lines 6-10 ], 

13. As per claim 13, Beck discloses wherein triggers can be added dynamically [ Abstract; 
Col. 6, lines 6-10]. 

14. As per claim 14, Beck discloses wherein data providers can be added dynamically [ Col. 
6, lines 6-10; Col. 13, lines 47-52; Col. 50, lines 31-45; Col 51, lines 51-54 ]. 

15. As per claim 15, Beck discloses wherein actions can be added dynamically [ Abstract; 
Col. 32, lines 47-58; Col. 59, lines 16-27 ]. 

16. As per claim 16, Beck discloses wherein the data provider detects a level of ink in the 
user's printer [ Col. 26, line 65 - Col. 27, Une 5 ]. 

17. As per claim 17, Beck discloses wherein the data provider detects a speed of the user's 
computer hard drive [ Col. 16, lines 55-61 ]. 

18. As per claim 18, Beck discloses wherein the data provider detects an amount of memory 
installed on the user's computer [ Col. 32, lines 62-67 ]. 



Application/Control Number: 09/922,709 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2154 

19. As per claim 19, Beck discloses wherein the data provider detects downloaded software [ 
Col. 17, lines 2-7]. 

20. As per claim 20, Beck discloses wherein the action is a pop-up box displayed to the user 
[ Col. 2, lines 8-10; Col. 35, lines 20-29; Col 47, lines 52-65 ]. 

21 . As per claim 21, Beck discloses wherein the action is an e-mail sent to the user [ Col. 3, 
lines 1-6; Col. 16, lines 39-50; Col. 17, lines 26-37 ]. 

22. As per claim 22, Beck discloses wherein the action is a link to a related website presented 
to the user [ Col. 14, lines 47-59; Col. 15, lines 35-42 ]. 

23. As per claim 23, Beck discloses wherein the action is a video displayed on the user's 
computer [ Col. 1, lines 49-62; Col. 5, lines 43-59 ]. 

24. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 6-23 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

25. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time poUcy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas Martin whose telephone number is (571) 272-3971, 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A, Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-3970. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




^ I JOHN FOLLANSBEE 

'Uf^SORmTENT EXAMINER 
/rpli!OtOG^eEfffER2100 



